
 

Social Studies Priority Standards – 6th grade 
Description: Social Studies 6 focuses on an exploration of the ancient river valley 

civilizations of the world and the civilizations of Middle America through the lens of their 

history, geography, economics, and government. Teachers will assess the following 

benchmarks in each unit as indicated below. In the event that instructional time is lost, 
teachers will assess the bolded priority standards only. 

Unit Code Benchmark Description 

Prehistory 

1.1 The student will recognize and evaluate significant choices and 

consequences that have impacted our lives and futures. 

1.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about choices 
and consequences. 

Mesopotamia 

2.1 The student will recognize and evaluate the rights and responsibilities of 

people living in societies. 

2.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about rights 

and responsibilities. 

2.3 The student will investigate and connect the rights and responsibilities of 
individuals with contemporary issues. 

2.4 The student will use their understanding of rights and responsibilities to 
make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

Egypt 

1.3 The student will investigate and connect examples of choices and 

consequences with contemporary issues 

1.4 The student will use their understanding of choices and consequences to 
make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

Monotheistic 

Religions 

3.1 The student will recognize and evaluate how societies are shaped by the 

identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups. 

3.2 The student will analyze context and draw conclusions of how societies are 
shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups. 

3.3 The student will investigate and connect how societies are shaped by the 
identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups with 
contemporary issues. 

3.4 The student will use their understanding of how societies are shaped by 
the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups to make a 
claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

End of 1st semester 

India/Hinduism 

4.1 The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change over time. 

4.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 
continuity and change. 

4.3 The student will investigate and connect continuity and change to a 
contemporary issue. 



 

4.4 The student will use their understanding of continuity and change to 

make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

China/Buddhism 

4.1 The student will recognize and evaluate continuity and change over time. 

4.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about 

continuity and change. 

4.3 The student will investigate and connect continuity and change to a 
contemporary issue. 

4.4 The student will use their understanding of continuity and change to 

make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

Greece 

5.1 The student will recognize and evaluate dynamic relationships that impact 
lives in communities, states, and nations. 

5.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about dynamic 
relationships. 

5.3 The student will investigate and connect dynamic relationships to 

contemporary issues. 

5.4 The student will use their understanding of dynamic relationships to 
make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

Rome 

5.1 The student will recognize and evaluate dynamic relationships that impact 

lives in communities, states, and nations. 

5.2 The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about dynamic 
relationships. 

5.3 The student will investigate and connect dynamic relationships to 
contemporary issues. 

5.4 The student will use their understanding of dynamic relationships to 

make a claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

Middle 

Americas 
(Maya, Aztec, 

Inca) 

3.1 The student will recognize and evaluate how societies are shaped by the 
identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups. 

3.2 The student will analyze context and draw conclusions of how societies are 

shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups. 

3.3 The student will investigate and connect how societies are shaped by the 
identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups with 

contemporary issues. 

3.4 The student will use their understanding of how societies are shaped by 
the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups to make a 

claim or advance a thesis using evidence and argument. 

 


